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We are pleased to announce that registration for the second semester of the 
Passport to Learning program is open early! Online registration will be live on our 
website from December 8th to January 8th. You can find more information about 
the program here, and the registration links are provided below.

Brandt
Calabro
Connors 
Wallace

The District Website
Our website is the best place to find all of our District 
resources, contact information, upcoming events, and 
everything else you might want to know about the 
Hoboken Public Schools. 

Using the link below, you will find detailed information on 
how to navigate the website and find exactly what you 
need. This index will be updated regularly, so be sure to 
refer back often to find out what’s new!

Navigating the District Website

Upcoming Events

December 12 
HBOE Meeting

December 13
HHS Coffee with the Counselors 

Workshop

December 15
Brandt Holiday Show 10:00 AM 

Demarest Holiday Show 11:00 AM 
HHS/ HMS Holiday Show 7:00 PM

December 16
HEA Holiday Family Fun Day

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

December 20
District Elementary Holiday Concert 

7 :00 PM 

December 22
Early Dismissal

December 25 - January 2
Schools Closed for Winter Recess

December 11, 2017

Social Media
Digital Backpack

Facebook
Twitter

Mobile Application

The Hour of Code
All students across the Hoboken School District celebrated the Hour of Code 
this past week! Students of all ages were excited to delve deeper into computer 
science, coding, and animation. 

The Hour of Code began as a one-hour introduction to computer science,
designed to demystify “code”.  The purpose was to prove that anybody could 
learn the basics, and to broaden participation in the field of computer science. 
It has since become a worldwide effort to celebrate computer science, starting 
with 1-hour coding activities but expanding to all sorts of community efforts. As a 
Project Lead the Way District, our students are continuously exposed to elements 
of computer science and they love to show off their level of comfort, skills, and 
knowledge.  

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

December is one of my favorite months of the year. In the upcoming weeks, we will 
be hosting many exciting events, including our annual holiday concerts, the HEA 
Family Fun Day, and more. I hope to see you join us in celebrating our students and 
the always magical holiday season.

I would like to begin this week’s edition of The Herald by congratulating our 
November Students of the Month, who will be honored at December’s Board of 
Education Meeting: 

Brandt: Thomas Hodge  Grade 1 
Calabro: Skylar Dellafave Kindergarten 
Connors:  Jayvion Henderson  Grade 3
Wallace: Kendall McDonough Grade 6 
HMS:  Leo Papaneophytou Grade 8 
HHS:  Brianna Cortes   Grade 11

Please also join me in congratulating our Hoboken High School students who 
recently graduated from the 2017 Rutgers Pre-Medical Honors Program, sponsored 
by the New Jersey Medical School and The Institute for the Public Understanding of 
Health and Medicine. This highly successful program, in its 17th year, is designed to 
identify and encourage the most qualified high school students who are considering 
careers in medicine by providing them with a series of authentic medical school 
education experiences. Fifteen Hoboken High School students were accepted 
into this competitive program through an application process, and enrollment was 
limited to just 300 students across the state. Our 2017 cohort took part in lectures, 
seminars, and small group discussions that were created by members of the faculty 
of the New Jersey Medical School and facilitated by medical school students, 
before successfully graduating from the eight-week program last week. This is the 
third consecutive year that Hoboken High School students have participated. A 
big round of applause is in order for Ian Cardona, Gabriella D’Antonio, Gabriellis 
DelValle, Alaija Jimenez, Matthew McGreivey, Brianna Medina, Kaylee Olivieri, 
Amanda Ortiz, Giselle Quinones, Joel Quizphi, Serena Roman, Emily Schroeder, 
Shanna Solivan, Alyssa Steed and Mariah Torres.

I also would like to recognize and congratulate the members of the School Safety 
Team from Calabro Elementary School on having their work published in the NJEA 
Review! School nurse Celeste Joyce, physical education teacher and anti-bullying 
specialist Jack Baker, and PLTW science teacher Saima Farooq were highlighted 
for their efforts in establishing the kindness referral program, which has become a 
staple at Calabro Elementary School. You can read the NJEA Review here.

On the elementary school level, successfully integrated our new Artist in Residence 
program into all K-2 classes throughout the district. During the first marking 
period, Ms. Traina gave an introductory model of what students will be learning 
and expanding upon in performing arts as well as connecting theatre across the 
curriculum.  Over the next three marking periods, the Artist in Residence program 
will be a focused model at each elementary school, that will culminate with a 
theatrical presentation that represents each elementary school’s unique brand. 
Please be on the lookout for more from our Artist in Residency Program!

Today, at Hoboken Middle School, our 8th grade students participated in a number 
of mini lessons and workshops with staff and students from Hoboken High School. 
They learned about our Redwings’ Athletics Program, Hoboken High School’s award 
winning Theatre Arts Program, all of our PLTW Pathways, Harvard Model Congress, 
and the 22 Advanced Placement Courses offered at Hoboken High School. The 8th 
grade students benefited greatly from this morning’s activities and our High School 
staff and students were so excited by their level of interest and participation.

I am quite sure that you are eagerly awaiting our District Holiday Events just as I am. 
As a result of continuously increasing participation in our instrumental and choral 
programs, we have decided , the Hoboken High School and Hoboken Middle 
School Concert will be held on December 15 at 7:00 PM and the District Elementary 
Concert will be held on December 20 at 7:00 PM. The annual HEA Family Fun Day 
will take place on Saturday, December 16th at Hoboken High School. 

We are pleased to announce that registration for the second semester of the 
Passport to Learning program is open early! Online registration will be live on our 
website from December 8th to January 8th. You can find the registration links here.

The Hoboken Police Department is hosting an Internet Safety event at the Hoboken 
Public Library on December 11th at 6:00PM. All parents, guardians, and students 
ages 11 and up are invited to attend. For more information, please see the flyer 
here.

In addition to our weekly Principal’s Messages, you will also find the first edition 
of our Quarterly School Newsletters attached to this week’s edition of The Herald. 
Inside you will find in-depth information about what’s been happening inside our 
classrooms. Use the links provided! 

HHS | HMS | Brandt | Calabro | Connors | Wallace

Throughout this week, our students in all grades took part in Hour of Code learning 
experiences. I hope that you enjoy the photos included in this edition of The Herald. 
As you know, each year, I provide ongoing information regarding merit scholarships 
awarded to our 12th grade students.  I am so proud to announce that it is not 
yet January 1st, and our students have already received over $5 million in merit 
scholarships from colleges and universities.

For district information, program updates, and upcoming events, I encourage 
you to take a look at our new Interactive Calendar! Inside you will find important 
program highlights and resources, contact information, and more! This calendar will 
be updated throughout the year, so be sure to check back often. In addition, we 
have posted a website tutorial for those having some difficulty finding information.  

As always, be sure to connect with us on our social media platforms and download 
our mobile application, where we publish updates in real-time for your convenience. 
Follow us on Twitter @HobokenSchools, like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/
hobokenpublicschools, and download our app on your Android and iOS devices 
by searching “Hoboken School District” in the Google Play Store and Apple Store.

Sincerely, 

Dr. Christine Johnson
Dr. Christine Johnson
Superintendent of Schools

New HPEF Initiatives
Become a Donor

www.hobokenpef.org

Hoboken Public Schools’ music students, across the district, are in 
the midst of preparing for several upcoming performances. Join us in 
watching the Wallace Advanced Band perform an array of holiday music 
at 11:00 AM at the HEA’s Family Fun Day on December 16th.  

The Wallace Schools’ chorus and band ensembles will also be 
performingat the Fox Hills Garden’s holiday luncheon on Tuesday, 
December 19th at
1:45 PM

This year, our Winter Concert will be broken down into two separate 
shows. There will be an elementary level event and a middle/high 
school level event. 

Hoboken Public School District’s Middle and High School Winter Concert will take place on Friday, December 16th at 
7:00 PM in the High School Auditorium.

Hoboken Public School District’s Elementary Winter Concert will take place on Wednesday, December 20th at 7:00 
PM in the High School Auditorium.

In addition, the following shows and performances will also be taking place:

Wallace Grade 4 Nut Cracker Performance  December 14
Brandt Kindergarten Holiday Show   December 15 10:00 AM
Brandt 1 & 2 Holiday Show    December 15 1:00 PM
HHS & HMS Holiday Concert    December 15 7:00 PM
Connors Winter Concert    December 22
Calabro Winter Festival     December 22

Music Department

Early Childhood Education
The students in Ms. Bethanne’s Prek 4 class have been working on story 
extensions and answering the question, “What do you like to do in the winter?”  
The students wrote about helping to light candles, building snowmen and 
going sledding.  The students in Ms. Llyuda’s PreK 4 class completed a writing 
prompt about how they celebrate holidays at home.  Students wrote about 
their Christmas trees, playing in the snow and shopping.  Come to Brandt to 
check out both of these classrooms’ bulletin boards which highlight the hard 
work and progress our students have made.

Ms. Nicole’s Prek 4 class has just finished the restaurant theme and is beginning 
to introduce the grocery theme next week.  The students have enjoyed using 
the cash register and being customers.  They are excited to watch their centers 
transform as they transfer these skills to the new theme on Monday!

Reminders: 

Flu Shot forms are due to teachers or family advocates before December 22nd.

Upcoming Events 

Parent Workshop: Helping Children Express Themselves Appropriately and 
Building Self Esteem Presented by: Ellen Samitt 
Dec 14th at Rue 5:30-7pm 

Parent Workshop: Disciplining Children
Presented By: PIRT 
Jan 11 at Demarest 9:30-11 

Parent Workshop: Disciplining Children
Presented By: Ellen Samitt
Jan 11 at Rue 5:30-7

Guidance Department
Hoboken High School hosted two very successful Instant Decision Opportunity days 
this week, that saw students on the receiving end of $2.8 million in scholarship 
awards from Farleigh Dickinson University and the University of Bridgeport.

The next Coffee with the Counselors Parent Workshop will be held on December 
13th. We will be discussing how to navigate the NCAA Clearinghouse.

Please be sure to check the 2017-2018 Guidance Calendar for all of our upcoming 
college visits, student and parent workshops, and events.

Click the image to the left to view the comprehensive Hoboken High School 
Program of Studies.

Click here to learn more about Hoboken High School, our different academic 
programs, clubs and sports!

The Wallace School PTO hosted a wonderful, interactive International Night on 
December 1st. Families and staff honored the various cultures present at the 
Wallace School by sharing in meaningful conversation, cuisine and music and dance 
traditions. 

Hoboken High School Project Lead the Way Engineering students participated 
in NJIT’s Annual Engineering Day.  This program is designed to give high school 
juniors and seniors an opportunity to explore options in six diverse engineering 
fields. 

Personal Growth Period
Hoboken High School hosted another successful Personal Growth Period (PGP) learning experience on Thursday, 
December 7th. Interested students participated in an interactive dialogue with Joanna Anderko (Demand Reduction 
Coordinator for New Jersey), Anthea Ng (Senior Forensic Chemist for Northeast Laboratory) and Tim McMahon (Special 
Agent for DEA) on the topic of the legal and illegal definition of drugs among the pharmacological and medical fields.

Redwings for a Day in Reverse
Hoboken High School staff and students visited Hoboken 
Middle School to meet with the 8th grade class. During 
the visit, our future Redwings learned about new academic 
programs, athletic teams, and many clubs and opportunities 
offered at Hoboken High School.  

Hoboken High School
Featured School

HHS & HMS Holiday Concert
December 15

7:00 PM
Hoboken High School

HEA Holiday Family Fun Day
December 16

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Hoboken High School
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